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Joliet, IL 60431
     Or
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November 7 - 8, 2020

“Some of us have great 
runways already built for 
us. If you have one, take 
off. But if you don't have 
one, realize it is your 
responsibility to grab a 
shovel and build one 
for yourself and for those 
who will follow after 
you.”     
          - Amelia Earhart



Around the world 2020 will be remembered 
at the year of the COVID-19 outbreak.  In our 
Zonta world, 2020 marks the beginning of a new 
century of Zonta programs and events. Even with 
the uncertainty surrounding us, in Zonta we are 
staying true to our Mission to empower women 
around the world through service and advocacy. 

The theme of our 2020 Fall Conference, 
Empowering Women, embodies the Zonta 

Governor’s Welcome

mission as we enter a new century, we take on new challenges, and make bold 
decisions of how we can best carry on our Zonta work.  Thus, the District 6 Board 
and the Fall Conference Committee from Area 5 have been working with me to 
figure out how to bring us together for this year’s Fall Conference. 

Following the Phase 4 COVID-19 restrictions in the state of Illinois, there can be 
no more than 50 people assembled in one room. Thus, we have planned a One Day 
Fall Conference that will meet those restrictions.  The hotel is working with us to 
ensure we will have a safe and successful event.  To accommodate as many members 
as possible, there will be a live, in-person conference for 50 people in the conference 
room that will include social distancing and the wearing of masks.  We have also 
secured a room for an additional 25 people that will allow us to live stream on-site to 



a smaller conference room. Those who will be attending with live streaming will also 
be served the same box lunch and plated dinner as the 50 in-person participants. 
For those who are unable to attend on-site, we are offering an opportunity to live 
stream from the comfort of their own devices. The conference will be recorded and 
the link to the recorded conference will be made available to everyone in our district. 
We have adjusted the registration fees to reflect a one-day conference.  

There will be no voting at the conference this year so there is no need for 
credentials.  Attendance will be restricted with preference given to District Board 
members, one official representative designated from each club, and past governors.  
The remaining seats will be available on a first come first serve basis for either in 
person or on-site live streaming. 

If the conference must be canceled, all delegates will be notified no later than 
October 1, 2020.  If the October 10 conference is canceled, we will have a two-day 
virtual conference on November 7-8.  Please see the conference registration forms 
and the conference programs for more information.  

So, who says that Zontians cannot meet a challenge and rise to the occasion?  I 
know this is not a traditional Fall Conference format, but under the current 
circumstances I am delighted to welcome two dynamic speakers to inspire us and 
send us back to our clubs as empowered women leaders. 

- Anna Weselak
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Empowering Women as 
Advocates
Barb Yong

●Law Partner at Golan Christie Taglia LLP. 
●Organizer of Chicago, Equal Pay Rally

Conference Speakers

Empowering Women as 
Leaders Where Least 
Expected
Heather Brilliant 

●President and CEO at Diamond Hill
         Capital Management, Inc.

●Board of Governors at CFA Institute
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