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So, who said it couldn’t be done!!  I am so happy to say that District 6 was able to 
hold our Annual District Fall Conference in October.  In many ways it did not look like 
any other conference we have had with masked faces, less members and social 
distancing.  However, there were many things that were exactly like past conferences 
that included excellent speakers, workshops, programs, and a sisterhood of coming 
together in the spirit of Zonta.  Whether you attended or not, I hope you feel more 
empowered to keep the Mission of Zonta alive through those who represented you and 
shared their conference experiences with you. Please go to the Zonta website and open 
the conference links posted there to view the conference events on your own or as a 
club meeting program. 

A huge thank you to the entire District 6 Board and Area 5 Conference Committee for 
turning “we can’t do that” into “we can do this!” Save the dates for the next District 6 
Fall Conference in Oak Brook, IL, October 8-10, 2021. 

16 Days of Activism

November is a busy month for Zontians around the world as we focus on Advocacy.  
What is Advocacy after all?  According to Merriam Webster, “Advocacy is the act or 
process of supporting a cause or proposal.”  During the month of November through 
December 10 we all can do both things.  First, we have an important cause:  say no to 
violence against women.  Our next step is to act on that cause.  As a member and as a 
club, decide what you will do during our 16 days of activism between November 25 
and December 10.  Many unique and creative ideas have been done in the past.  
Decide now what you will do this year.  Amid this pandemic, women in our own 
communities and around the world need our help now more than ever!  I charge each 
of you to turn the word ‘advocacy’ into ‘advocate’ and take action to help stop 
violence against women in our communities, in our country, and around the world. 

Anna Weselak
Anna Weselak, District 6 Governor 
email: aweselak@weselak.com • Phone or Text: 630-988-0625

Website Link:
http://zontadistrict6.org

Calendar link:  
http://zontadistrict6.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-2022-ZI-Calendar.pdf

16 Days of 
Activism
  November 25 - 
  December 10

https://
zontasaysno.com/

Calendar
District 6  Important Date

November 8  Zonta International 101 Anniversary
November 25 International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women
November 25 – December 10 Zonta Says NO to Violence Against Women
                                            16 Days of Activism
November 26 Happy Thanksgiving!
November 29 Giving Tuesday

December 2  International Day for the Abolition of Slavery
                     Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons of

 Exploitation of Prostitution
December 5  District 6 Board Meeting via Zoom
December 10 International Human Rights Day

              Hanukkah December 10 - 18
December 25    Merry Christmas
December 26 Kwanzaa          
 
January 1      Happy New Year
January 11    Amelia Earhart Day

February 6    District 6 Board Meeting via Zoom

March 8        International Women's Day
March 20      Area 2 Annual Spring Workshop
March 27      Area 5 Annual Spring Workshop

District 6 Governors Message 

Zonta International sadly lost Past International 
President Amey Grubbs (1986-1988) this week.
 
During Amey's term as president, her biennial theme 
of “Building Peace Through Serving and Sharing” was 
lived through her actions and goals. She headed many 
key projects and influential movements for Zonta, 
including the purchase and fundraising for the first 
Zonta International World Headquarters in Chicago, 
expanding membership to men and encouraging 
member growth.
 
In the 1986 Program Issue of The Zontian magazine, Amey recalled her first meeting 
for the Zonta Club of Fort Collins, in 1969: “I found friends, interesting and even 
exciting women, a purpose and a lot of fun. Just plain fun has to be an important part 
of Zonta.”
 
We are grateful for Amey's friendship, fun and leadership and offer condolences to all 
those whose lives she touched and influenced.
 
Please watch for further information to be published on Zonta.org in the coming days.
 
Warm regards,
Sharon
 
Sharon Langenbeck, Ph.D.
President
Zonta International and Zonta International Foundation
1200 Harger Road, Suite 330 | Oak Brook, IL 60523 | USA
www.zonta.org

In Memoriam
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Area 1
Kathy Raker, 
Director

Biggest news for Area 1 is our newly chartered USA 3 e-club which is now the largest 
club in Area 1.  A big Zonta welcome to all of them!
All clubs are still adjusting to our Zoom environment for meetings, except the new 
e-club, who are quite expert in virtual meetings.

The Aurora Club will be launching their first fundraiser for this year, an Online 
Auction, in early November. A flyer will be sent to all club presidents in our district, 
with the hope that the flyer will be forwarded to every member. Items are currently 
getting posted on the website.

In Zonta advocacy, the St Charles-Geneva-Batavia club tied purple ribbons on the 
fence of their local Domestic Violence shelter to highlight Domestic Violence 
Awareness month.  They do this each year in October, and in April they tie teal ribbons 
to highlight Sexual Assault Awareness month.
 
The Oak Brook club recently concluded their first fundraiser for this year, their second 
successful online auction. Maybe an annual event? Oak Brook is also working on a 
Service project in conjunction with the District 6 Community Quilt Project, in which 
members are providing fleece throw-blankets to the local domestic violence shelter, 
Family Shelter Service, for their annual Holiday Shoppe. Each client family invited to 
the Event will receive one for each child. So far, members have donated nineteen 
blankets, either purchased or hand-made.

All clubs are planning the 16 Days of Activism for Advocacy through Social Media.

Contact: kathy.raker@comcast.net

Area 4
Jeni Royalty,
Chair

Zonta Clubs 
Plan Annual
“Zonta Says NO!” 
Walk

In anticipation and support of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based 
Violence, members of Area 4 Zonta Clubs will be holding their 5th annual “Zonta Says 
NO! to Violence Against Women” Walk at the Lebanon Memorial Park on November 
7th. As in past years, the Z Club members from Clinton Prairie and Lebanon High 
Schools have also been invited to join in this advocacy event. Lunch at a local 
restaurant afterwards has been added this year, just to have a bit of fellowship among 
Clubs! A speaker from the YWCA Greater Lafayette will share information on the 
topic of violence against women and what their organization is doing to support 
victims and the challenges being faced with the pandemic. Before the pandemic, 
statistics showed one in three women worldwide experienced physical or sexual 
violence mostly by an intimate partner. Since the outbreak of COVID-19, emerging 
data and reports from those on the front lines, have shown that all
types of violence against women and girls, particularly domestic violence, has 
intensified:

• At one Indianapolis hospital the number of assault patients increased from 127 
during the months of June and July 2019 to 194 over the same two months this year; 
an increase of nearly 53%.
• According to the Indiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence, data from March to 
October 2020 shows that deaths related to domestic violence are up roughly 85% in 
Indiana compared to the same time period last year.

Contact: jeniluroyalty@gmail.com

Area 5
Rhonda Thomas, 
Director

We Did It!

The Area 5 Clubs would like to thank everyone who supported the District 6 Fall 
Conference.  As the host area, it was our honor to work on the Conference Committee 
with Governor Anna Weselak and Carol Braford, Conference and Meeting Committee 
Chair.  Their effort to provide a safe, succinct, informative and empowering 
conference was a complete success! 
All Area 5 Clubs have been busy working on wonderful virtual and in-person 
advocacy, service and fundraising projects and are looking forward to working 
collaboratively on a 16 Days of Advocacy project.

Please join us in congratulating the Zonta Club 
of Streator on its 65th Anniversary!  

Sincere condolences also go out to the Zonta Club of 
LaSalle-Peru in the enormous loss of Melva Richards.  
Melva joined Zonta in 1978 and served as President of 
the club from 1989 – 1991 and also from 2003-2005. 

Auction

Contact: RhondaZ@netzero.net
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Service
Lisa Conard, Chair

Virtual Service 
Fundraising Ideas

Advocacy
Laura Baker, 
Chair

Say No to Violence 
Against Women

Zonta 
Foundation 
for Women
Dorothy 
Suther 
Foundation 
Ambassador

The meeting for District 6 was successful.  Hopefully, in the near future we can have 
in person meetings and all be together (safely) again.  We certainly missed the 
camaraderie of the usual number of members.
 
Ideas that were brought up for virtual/ masked fundraising for service at the 
conference were:  Pasta Sales, Nut sales, Wine and Canvas (spaced for Covid), Virtual 
wine tasting, Pampered Chef, Cabi clothing,  Cheese balls and poinsettias, (order and 
delivery).  Monogrammed masks.  Please make me aware of any other projects that 
have been successful.
 
Service ideas were: Million Meals Project(Indianapolis), Clothing for rape victims to 
hospitals and/or police departments.  Of course, our blanket project.  Several clubs are 
planning on an area event to cut and tie flannel blankets for donation. 
 
Amazon Smile offers an opportunity to donate a small percentage of every Amazon 
purchase to an organization.  Ask club members to designate Zonta International as a 
recipient for this percentage for each purchase that your club members make on 
Amazon.
 
Billboards in your area may offer free public service announcements.  Consider 
contacting your billboard providers to see if it is possible to use an empty billboard for 
a message from Zonta.  Artwork from Zonta is provided at no charge to clubs.
 
Our speakers at the Conference were excellent and Barb Young is willing to share 
either a recorded version of her presentation or if possible attend a club meeting. 
Empowering Women as Advocates, Barb Yong, Zonta Club of Oak Brook Law Partner 
at Golan Christie Taglia, LLP, Chicago, IL,. Barb spoke on Equal Pay and would be an 
inspiration for any woman’s group, especially a Z-club or Golden Z club. The Keynote 
was Empowering Women as Leaders Where Least Expected, Heather Brilliant 
Diamond Hill Capital Management, Inc., President and CEO CFA Institute, Board of 
Governors
 
Consider looking on Zonta International website for leadership courses.  Very good 
content online and available for members.  Also, The Advocacy Action Center on ZI 
website has good content.
 
Goals for 2020-2022 Biennium
   Programs (projects and leadership development)
   Membership (recruit and retain)
   Financial Resources (fundraising)
 
Please feel free to distribute this information in any way you wish to your local clubs.  
And encourage sharing of ideas.  We hope to share as many opportunities as possible 
to promote the mission of Zonta.  If you have ideas please send to:

Contact:  b.conard@comcast.net

Happy November! 

Believe it or not, it is time for your club to start planning its annual Zonta Says NO to 
Violence Against Women Campaign, which takes place during the 16 Days of Activism.  
This is a global international campaign that begins on November 25, which is the 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, and runs until 
December 10th, Human Rights Day.  Zontians around the world take part in this 
campaign.  If your club has not started its planning yet, now is the time!
 
If you are looking for a place to get started, Zonta International can help.  Here are a 
few links to kick things off and get the ideas flowing!
 
Online Resources

Learn more about the Zonta Says No Campaign:
https://zontasaysno.com/zontasvision/campaign/

Planning and Advocacy Tools:  https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/advocacytools/
Zonta Says No Toolkit:  

https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/MyZonta/Tools/AdvocacyTools/ZontaSaysNOTo
olkit.pdf

 PR Tools and Resources:  https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/prtools/
Need some ideas?  Check out what clubs all over the world are doing:  

https://zontasaysno.com/zontiansinaction/
 

 Contact: Baker40@yahoo.com

These are certainly difficult times – for everyone 
worldwide; times when kindness can make a real 
difference and spread hope. That is what we as 
Zontians are trying to do. Working together we are making a measurable difference for 
women and girls. 
 
Typically, donations made at Zonta International Convention provide a solid base for 
starting the projects and encouraging further raising of funds to support service 
projects for the biennium.  We all understand that this was not possible this year. But 
we also know that these projects are important and much needed.
 
So Zonta International Foundation for Women has placed special attention to the 
Every Member Every November Campaign.  If every member makes a commitment 
to the service projects this November, we can help to fulfill our commitments.
 
    $50  Can provide antenatal kits to four pregnant adolescent girls course
  $100  Can enable three girls in Madagascar to benefit from a three-month life skills 

course.
  $250  Can provide three adolescent girls in Peru with access to physical and mental 

healthcare
Every gift makes a positive difference.
 
This campaign is special in that it will be accepting gifts for the campaign only 
through the portal GoFundMeCharity.  The gifts will be tracked by district and each 
district will have its own URL.

charity.gofundme.com/zontadistrict6
 
Gifts will go only to the International Service Fund. There is a small fee to use the 
portal.  You can add the amount to your gift to cover that or the fee can be subtracted 
from your gift. Non-Zontians are also free to use the portal to support Zonta’s Service 
Fund.
 
 Please join the thousands of Zontians working to make better lives for the women 
who count on us. We can be so proud of the work that Zonta continues to do for the 
women of the world. As has been said, A better world for women means a better 
world.
 

Contact: cdsuther@att.net

mailto:b.conard@comcast.net
https://zontasaysno.com/zontasvision/campaign/
https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/advocacytools/
https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/MyZonta/Tools/AdvocacyTools/ZontaSaysNOToolkit.pdf
https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/MyZonta/Tools/AdvocacyTools/ZontaSaysNOToolkit.pdf
https://www.zonta.org/images/docs/MyZonta/Tools/AdvocacyTools/ZontaSaysNOToolkit.pdf
https://zontasaysno.com/takeaction/prtools/
https://zontasaysno.com/zontiansinaction/
https://zontasaysno.com/zontiansinaction/
mailto:L_Baker40@yahoo.com
http://charity.gofundme.com/zontadistrict6
mailto:cdsuther@att.net


Awards 
& Scholarships
Christie Plotzke,
Chair

2020 Awards

Leadership 
& Development
Yvonne V. Chalfant, 
Chair

We Zontians can do 
that!

Public 
Relations & 
Communications
Sandy Peterson, 
Chair

Share Your Activities 
with us!

Amelia Earhart Fellow
Congratulations to Amelia Earhart Fellow Laura Chaves. Laura 
attended the Fall Conference and is a student at Purdue 
University.

All Awards

Contact: cplotzke@aidcares.org

“Leadership is about making others better as a result of your presence and 
making sure that impact lasts in your absence.”

-  Sheryl Sandburg

The Leadership Development Core Competency Program discussed at the fall 
conference will be reviewed by the ZI Leadership Development committee within the 
next few days.  Following their review, information will be available to share on 
implementation of the program. We Zontians can do that!

Women in Leadership, Networking, Mentoring and the Zonta Connection
https://www.zonta.org/Web/News_Events/Articles/Women_in_leadership_networking
_mentoring_and_the_Zonta_connection.aspx

Contact: ychalf@olivet.edu 

We are looking for your successful projects and activities. What are your best 
fundraising events, service projects, advocacy campaigns? We will be contacting your 
President and PR chair to send us your ideas and how you made your projects work. 
Watch for a special section on the District 6 website in late November. Once the Zonta 
Says No To Violence Against Women - 16 Days of Activism Campaign is over, share 
your activities. We can learn from each other how to empower women. Please feel free 
to contact me.
 

Contact: sandy.or.tom@gmail.com

• Fundraising • Membership 
• Advocacy • Service
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