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Dear District 6 Zonta Members,

Welcome to the second year of the 2020-2022 
Biennium. The first year was certainly an interesting 
year, and I am happy to say that we are back on 
track to being “near normal.”  Congratulations to 
the new club presidents and officers who are 
beginning their terms of office.

I am proud to say all the clubs, club leaders and District 6 board members of District 6 
have been remarkable in the past year.  You continually faced the challenges before 
you and supported the Zonta Mission of Service and Advocacy by supporting your 
members and serving your communities.  It is now time to face the coming year with 
renewed energy and enthusiasm.  

We have many great activities that are continuing in our District for the coming year.  
Our District wide blanket collection will continue in the coming year with even more 
blankets to be donated in our communities.  How are you and your club members 
progressing through the Zonta International Leadership Core Competencies?  Are you 
polishing up your Elevator Pitches to help strengthen membership and enter the 
contests at the District and International levels?  Thanks to your donations we are 
almost halfway to our Zonta Foundation for Women giving goal!  Eliminating Early 
Child Marriage continues to be our Advocacy goal. Don’t forget to participate in our 
UN games on the District 6 website.  

Work has begun on our District 6 2021 Fall Conference on October 8-10 in Oak 
Brook, IL.  Watch for the Call to the Conference and registration information to come 
out very soon.  We have many new and special events planned and are pleased to host 
our International President Sharon Langenbeck as our Zonta International 
Representative.  

The 2021 Fall Conference will also begin a time of transition in our District when our 
new District leaders will be elected.  It is important for you to attend the conference to 
vote for the candidates and give support to our new leaders.  Watch for your special 
credential’s information to arrive in early August. 

Lastly, I wish to thank all the District 6 members who participated and attended the 
North American Inter-District Meeting (NAIDM) in Cincinnati in June!  It was a great 
conference! Check out the pictures on the District 6 website.  Congratulations to 
Yvonne Chalfant who will be the Local Chairman for the 2023 NAIDM somewhere in 
District 6!

Have a great club year and see you in at the Fall Conference in Oak Brook!

Anna Weselak
Anna Weselak, District 6 Governor 
email: aweselak@weselak.com • Phone or Text: 630-988-0625

Website Link:
http://zontadistrict6.org

Calendar link:  2020-2022 Biennium At-a-Glance 2020

District 6 Governor
Anna Weselak

The Challenges 
of Service and
Advocacy!

Calendar
District 6  Important Dates

Link to Calendar

District 6 Governors Message 

I  trust your summer is going well, that you have been busily enjoying vacations and 
time off with your families and friends!

Our Fall Conference is fast approaching and I hope to see all of you this fall.  How 
wonderful it will be to see all the smiling faces of District 6 this October!

One new component of this year's Fall Conference will be an opportunity for District 
6 Zontians to show us your Zonta Elevator Speech!

The District 6 Membership Committee would like to see you, either individually or as 
a group, write, video, and forward your elevator speech to me.  Depending on the 
response to our request,  we will highlight a number of your entries at the Conference.  

Additional details, regarding entry dates, length of video, and more will be forwarded 
soon to your club presidents.  Think of this as an opportunity to star in your very own 
video!

If you have any questions  before receiving details from your president, please email 
me at firecracker1415@yahoo.com.  

Cheryl Trudeau: ctrudeau@municipalbank.com

District 6 
Lt. Governor/    
Membership Chair
Cheryl Trudeau 

ZI Elevator Speech 
Competition
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Area 1
Kathy Raker, 
Director

Area 1 Club Presidents and several Vice Presidents met on Zoom for an update and a 
Learning  module together. With some clubs having new Boards in place, together we 
completed the  CCLD for Presidents Module 2.Goal-Inspired Leadership Session 2.2 
Zonta Board Orientation. The lesson is strong and somewhat compact so a perfect 
choice within a meeting. Reactions  were positive.  

Aurora Club had our Installation of Officers in May, with our Area Director, Kathy 
Raker, in  attendance. This month we are packing Backpacks for our local women’s 
shelter. We don’t  meet for dinners due to Covid issues, but we donate the money we 
would have spent on the  dinners to our local Food Pantry. We are planning an item to 
have made up to sell and hope to  get that made this summer. It’s a work in progress. 
We are also in the planning stages of our  Fall Online Auction. 

Oak Brook Club has been discussing the book by Judge Sonia Sotomayor “My 
Beloved  World” before the last two meetings. They enjoy picking out a book and 
doing a “mini book  group” prior to the business meeting.  

At our June meeting Kathy Raker, Area I Director, presented Zonta Club Committees 
and Their  Responsibilities. We encourage other clubs to request this presentation that 
explains the roles  of Zonta’s committees.  

The Jane M. Klausman Women selection committee is in process of choosing our 
club winner, and plans are in the works for the International Woman’s Day Breakfast 
on March 8, 2022.  

Oak Brook Club was proud to be well represented at the ZAIDM in Cincinnati. One of 
our  members, Barb Yong, presented on Equal Pay. Several of our members 
volunteered this spring  at Poised for Success, an organization that promotes economic 
self-sufficiency in women by  providing them with business clothing at no cost.  

Our next club meeting will be held on August 17, 2021 poolside at a local area club 
where one  of our charter members hosts our membership each summer. We will be 
enjoy food and  fellowship with one another and invited guests as potential members.  

St Charles-Geneva-Batavia Club is very excited that we are giving 7 scholarships 
in July to  local young women pursuing higher education. 

Also, it is very exciting to note that District 6 has 3 AE fellows this year as well 
as a YWPA  international winner. 

I will be reaching reach out to each of these women and hope that they can attend 
the Fall  Conference. 

Chicago Loop Club - Regarding service, COVID pretty much killed our plans 
although  LaKeisha Sewell from Girls Like Me (GLM) will coordinate with us in the 
fall so that we can  arrange a few activities for the teens and young women who 
participate in this  organization. We've discussed some sort of cooking demonstration 
and a tour of the Oriental  Institute; one of our members is also a docent at the 
Chicago Art Institute so this may also be a  possibility in the future. Our goal is to 
provide exposure to opportunities that are frequently  inaccessible to Chicago's 
Englewood teens and teach kids about the resources Chicago has to  offer. This has 
been on hold for far too long, but we are all eager to get things started again.

Contact: kathy.raker@comcast.net

Area 4
Jeni Royalty,
Chair

Inspire Young Girls 
with Books

With the theme of this newsletter issue focused on “service”, below is a list of 
various service projects completed by the three Indiana Clubs over the past couple of 
years or longer. Hopefully, some new ones will be noted that will inspire other clubs in 
District 6 to “think outside the box” as they say!  

o hold a book drive for local schools and include those about females who can 
help inspire and empower young girls    

o provide books on female empowerment to be donated to local women’s 
organizations

o sponsor a family over the Holidays or in other times of need
o send cards to nursing and retirement home residents &/or to former Zontians 

and past scholarships winners
o provide sweat suits for victims of rape whose clothing is evidence (donate to 

hospitals or law enforcement)
o pack meals for needy families or volunteer at a local food bank  
o donate hair care &/or hygiene products, along with other needed items to 

women’s shelters
o serve meals at homeless shelters serving women and children
o volunteer at facilities dedicated to helping emotionally troubled girls
o play games with people at local centers or facilities that serve children or 

seniors 
o donate items to schools that students need at the beginning of the school year 

or start of a new semester
o gather first aid items and compile “kits” for local free clinics or other facilities
o provide items to local facilities serving children in need (i.e., Child Advocacy 

Centers; there are 87 in D6!)
o donate to service fund to support the club’s work (awards/scholarships and 

other projects) and donation to ZI
o provide scholarships to senior girls at local high schools and to adult women to 

resume or begin further studies
o sponsor a Z-Club at local high school or Golden Z-Club at local college or university

Contact: jeniluroyalty@gmail.com

Area 2
Gail Zalewski, 
Director

Health Effects of
Early Marriage!

Belvidere:  The Zonta Club of Belvidere has been meeting in person since March at 
the Moose Lodge.  They held their annual meeting and elected officers for the 
upcoming biennium in April.  The new officer and new member installation was 
conducted at their May meeting.  Cheryl Lindberg is their new President, and their 
membership is currently at 39.  Others have visited their meetings, so they have new 
member prospects.  They continued their care bag project for women being released 
from incarceration, which includes bus tickets, toothbrushes, and other personal 
hygiene products.  Their Pecan Nut sale fundraiser in November and December netted 
their best results ever.  The Salad Fundraiser, which is typically held in the spring, is 
being moved to the fall.

Janesville:  The Zonta Club of Janesville met on Zoom all year.  do not meet in July 
or August.  They plan to resume in person meetings in September.  They lost 1 
member that was new during the COVID Zoom period.  They have 2 potential new 
members that have attended Zoom meetings. They are working on a service project for 
a Zen garden at the YWCA and also will be providing 2 meals for the Echo 
Community.  They will again volunteer with the Aruna 5K Run, which has been 
moved to the fall, which is a run to benefit women of sexual slavery in India.  They are 
discussing options for fundraising and exploring advocacy projects for the upcoming 
year.

Madison:  The Zonta Club of Madison met on Zoom all year.  They are going to in 
person meetings in September.  There will be a summer “Mix and Mingle” meeting in 
a park in Madison, with a panel of scholarship recipients from the Accelerated Policy 
Institute.  On June 5, the Board started on the Zonta Leadership Competency Training.  
The Advocacy Committee presented 3 consecutive meeting programs on ending child 
marriage:  WI Legislative Issues, Abusive International Marriage, and Physical and 
Mental Health Risks of Child Marriage.  The club held its Luna Fest fundraiser in 
April and a series of internal auctions.  A local scholarship was given to a student at 
MATC, and there was a local YWPA Award winner.  Madison currently has 28 
members, as they lost 6 at renewal.

Milwaukee:  The Zonta Club of Milwaukee also met on Zoom all year and is going 
live in September.  They held their Annual meeting in April.  Their bylaws were 
updated by their Board on 5/12/21.  They have 1 non-renewal and 1 new member, so 
their membership remains steady at 33.  Their YWPA Award will be given out at their 
May meeting and their STEM applications are due June 15.  They have been working 
with the Cathedral Center in Milwaukee on service projects:  1) They donated more 
than 45 blankets and/or sheet sets for the Women and families at the Center.  2) 
Women and families sheltered at the Cathedral Center celebrated Mother's Day, 
Sunday May 9th, with a catered meal sponsored by the Zonta Club of Milwaukee.  
During April and early May, Zonta members donated $400 to cover the cost and 
delivery of 42 meals.  The club found a facilitator for their racial justice program who 
used the Zonta Leadership materials in her presentation at the May meeting, and who 
will be returning in August.  The club also went through one of the Leadership 
modules at its March meeting.  The Fashion Show was will be held on September 27.  
Their Zonta Says NO Walk will be held at the Milwaukee County Courthouse on 
October 1.  Milwaukee will host the 2022 District 6 Fall Conference.

Contact: gailzale@mwwb.net

Area 5
Rhonda Thomas,
Chair

Meaningful
Service
Projects

Greetings from the Area 5 Clubs!  Throughout the past year and despite numerous 
challenges, the clubs of Area 5 found many ways to support meaningful service 
projects. 

Some of these projects were:

- Collecting blankets as part of the District Service Project and providing them to 
local agencies

- A Free the Girls Bra drive which collected 700 bras through community 
partnerships

- Collecting cleaning supplies, paper products, personal items, gift cards and 
donating meals to survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault

- Assisting the Salvation Army with gift preparation for the Holidays
- Providing meals on a monthly basis for the local homeless shelter
- Distributing food through the local food pantry
- Providing funds to initiate the “Dignity Project” which will provide personal 

hygiene items that homeless women will be able to access

We look forward to being able to return to many more forms of hands-on service 
opportunities over the course of the next year of this biennium.

Contact: rhonda@netzero.net
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Service
Lisa Conard, Chair

Zontians are 
doing it!

Advocacy
Laura Baker, 
Chair

Service and 
Advocacy are 
Interwoven!

Zonta 
Foundation 
for Women
Dorothy 
Suther 
Foundation 
Ambassador

Zonta members have had no shortage of Service projects despite the pandemic.
While attending the NAIDM the last weekend in June, it was evident that there was no 
shortage of service provided by Zontians.  Several workshops on service were held, 
and many projects were shared.  The ZI Service Tool Kit is a great resource for ideas. 
Clubs are provided with resources to help in the planning of projects.  To access the 
toolkit, go to the zonta.org website,

log in, go to My Tools, and then service tools.  There you will find how to organize 
and orchestrate your club’s project. Zonta clubs are also encouraged to partner with 
like-minded organizations for increased options and success. Isabel Vidal, current area 
director of Area 3, presented a very informative workshop on structure with 
like-minded organizations for partnering and how to have a successful event.  Some of 
the other like-minded organizations discussed, were Kiwanis, Red Cross America, 
Women’s clubs, Non-profits, and Habitat for Humanity.  The workshops were recorded 
and should be available soon on the NAIDM meeting site. Several clubs reported that 
they had moved to virtual fundraising without loss of revenue gained.  The NAIDM 
meeting project was Sweet Cheeks, links to this and the Tidal project are tidalbabe.org 
and sweetcheeksdiaperbank.org. 

 Linda Licarione of the Zonta Club of Houston spoke at the open microphone about a 
vocational program that their club has developed to help women in a women’s home 
develop skill for employment.  She has made the documents and PowerPoints 
available so that any club can use them.  Please let me, Lisa Conard, or Linda 
Licarione know if you are interested.  Other projects that were supported are, The 
MoonCatcher project, Take Back the Night, Meet on the Bridge, Bring them Home, 
Free the Girls, Days for Girls, and End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin.  These are just a 
few options. So, go look and see what your club can do.  There is much to be done, 
and Zontians are doing it.

Contact:  b.conard@comcast.net

Advocacy & Service Partnership
 District 6 Clubs have a long tradition of engaging in service projects and doing them 
very well!  Across our three states, clubs take part in many types projects to improve 
the lives of women and girls, such as period projects, collection of much needed 
supplies for women’s shelters, organizing clothing for Dress for Success, and even 
painting apartments for women and children in transition.  
Service and Advocacy can be tied together to create more awareness for the issue at 
hand and increase club visibility in local communities.  For example, let’s say your 
club is collecting and donating supplies for your local domestic violence shelter.  You 
can create more awareness around the issue of domestic violence by adding an 
advocacy component to the project, such as writing your local government official(s) 
and educating them about the issue of domestic violence in our community.  Another 
option is to write a letter to your local paper and offer statistics about violence against 
women and call the community to action by inviting them to drop off additional 
donations to further support your service project.  Another idea is to use your social 
media platforms to educate your followers about the importance of your service 
project by using local or national statistics on the prevalence of domestic violence. 

By taking one small additional step, we can easily add an advocacy component to our 
service projects and create more awareness of the issue in our local communities.

Thank you for all you do to support women and girls!

 
 Contact: Baker40@yahoo.com

Good work D 6 friends.  As of May 31, we have 
achieved half of our biennium goal. We have raised 
over $53,000 dollars to support the mission of Zonta.  
Many thanks to all of you who have donated and kept Zonta ‘s projects and programs 
in your thoughts. We are on our way, but we will need to keep up the good work to 
meet our goal.

Four clubs have not yet donated but we still have time in this biennium.  I have great 
faith that all District 6 clubs will show their support and make their voices heard.  I am 
always available to work with you and your club.

All Zontians are encouraged to visit the Zonta website to keep current with project 
results.  As you might guess, Covid 19 has hit hard the rural and indigenous 
populations that UNICEF, other UN programs, and Zonta have been working with.  
Weak health systems can quickly become overwhelmed.  It is an inspiration, though, to 
see how the project leaders strive to work around the current crisis. In Peru a 
gender-based violence prevention program is being prepared and will be ready when 
adolescents return to the classroom.  Other program coordinators continue to plan, 
organize, and work with local leaders were safely possible to keep the mission alive 
and vibrant. 

Globally and locally Zonta continues to make a difference.  Thank you so much for 
making that possible.

 
Contact: cdsuther@att.net
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Leadership 
& Development
Yvonne V. Chalfant, 
Chair

Core 
Competencies 
Development 

Communication 
& Public Relations  
Sandy Peterson, 
Chair

Club Idea Exchange

●
●
●

✓
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How many times have you been asked: What is Zonta? We all have our own version 
of an elevator speech. Zonta International is going to make it easier for us by holding a 
competition for the best speech. Districts, areas and clubs are asked to come up with 
the best narrative to explain what Zonta is. District 6 Clubs will be able to compete in 
this competition. More on this from membership.

In addition to an elevator speech, I would like to launch the Club Idea Exchange this 
fall. What do you use to pass along information on Zonta? I want your ideas and 
examples of what you do and what has worked. Some ideas used by Zonta Club of 
Madison are: a button that says “Ask Me About Zonta” worn in any public event. We 
also have a bookmark for the 100th Anniversary handed out at community events. Do 
you have business cards that you can easily hand out when asked about Zonta? What 
do your displays look like? Also, wearing your Zonta pin can trigger questions from 
non-Zontians. Watch for more information on how to submit your ideas. 

Contact: sandy.or.tom@gmail.com

UN 
& ZONTA
Lynn Oshea,
 Chair

New 
Zonta/UN Page

The July UN feature article is now available on the District 6 Website. To access the 
website-go to: http://zontadistrict6.org/ or enter this address into your browser, scroll 
to the UN page.

This month's article is timely related to the impact of COVID on women.

Remember, the first Zontian to email the correct teaser response will win a $5 gift 
card and be entered into August's grand prize drawing: FREE registration for the 
District 6 Conference October 8-10 at the Doubletree Hotel in Oakbrook, IL. All 
correct monthly entries will also be entered into the August drawing-so many chances 
to win! Check the Zonta/UN Page for more information on International Service 
Projects. Click on Download Quiz for more details. 

Contact: Lynn.Oshea805@gmail.com
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