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Dear District 6 Zonta Members,

As we have passed the halfway mark through
this biennium and are near bringing another 
calendar year to a close, the Zonta clubs and 
members in District 6 are continuing to be very 
active!  Thanks for all the fundraisers, service 
projects, advocacy efforts and club events you 
have all been holding.  Thank you to 90 of you 
who attended the District 6 Fall Conference in Oak Brook.  Despite the Covid 
pandemic restrictions and difficulties in hotel staffing right now, you and the 
Conference Committee performed exceptionally well to make another successful Fall 
Conference happen.  My thanks to all of you whether you were able to attend the 
conference or not. 

One of the highlights of the conference was the election of our newly elected officers 
for 2022-2024.  Congratulations to Cheryl Trudeau, Governor; Isabel Vidal, Lt. 
Governor; Brandy Harrington, Treasurer; Mary Kay Nelsen, Area 1 Director; Karen 
Smith, Area 2 Director; Jean Heil, Area 3 Director; Susan Leeke, Area 4 Director; and 
Mary Baudino, Area 5 Director.  Members elected to the Nominating Committee are 
Anna Weselak, Chairman; Gail Zalewski; and Michelle Miller. 

We all have lots to celebrate so be sure to include pictures on Social Media and print 
articles in local newspapers and newsletters.  Let your community know who received 
the donated blankets collected by your members as part of the District 6 Service 
Project, share with the employers of your club members the progress made by their 
Zonta employees in our Core Competencies, and be sure the school where your 
scholarship recipients attend or attended know about the award that they received.  
Don’t think for a minute that what you and your club do is insignificant.  When you 
put all our efforts together, we are truly AMAZING!  (A new word we picked up at 
Fall Conference!)

Speaking of Social Media, watch for the announcement of the launch of our new 
District 6 website.  Sandy Peterson, Communications/PR Chair for District 6, has been 
working around the clock to refresh and update our website.  In the meantime, watch 
for updates on the District 6 Facebook page.  

By now you should all have received registration information for the Zonta 
International Conference in Hamburg, Germany in June.  If you are unable to attend in 
person, there is an option to attend virtually.  Please note, only delegates attending in 
person may cast votes. If you plan to attend in person, the sooner you book your hotel 
room the better.  The Convention Center is large enough to hold all the Zonta events, 
but hotel space nearby may be limited. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a wonderful holiday season.  
Please take time to safely be with family and friends. We are all hopeful that this 
pandemic is past but there is still a need to be careful, social distance and wash your 
hands often! 

Wishing you Happy Holidays and a prosperous New Year!

Anna Weselak
Anna Weselak, District 6 Governor 
email: aweselak@weselak.com • Phone or Text: 630-988-0625

Website Link:
http://zontadistrict6.org

Calendar link:  2020-2022 Biennium At-a-Glance 2020

District 6 Governor
Anna Weselak

Spread the News 
On Zonta Activities!

Calendar
District 6  Important Dates

Link to Calendar

District 6 Governors Message 

A successful Fall Conference is behind us and I encourage your clubs to continue
viewing the leadership core competencies.  This amazing ZI tool will help to build a 
stronger membership and prepare your members for leadership in your clubs.  Our 
club is planning a "learning nite"  to get together and review a segment of the 
competencies.  I hope we continue that opportunity to learn together, and would 
encourage your clubs to do the same. 

I encourage clubs to also start building membership and work to retain members.  For 
most of us, the pandemic seems to be waning, opening an opportunity for "meet and 
greet" events, introducing your communities to Zonta!  Please let me know if I can 
help in any way with this.
And finally, I wanted to "shout out:" to those individuals and clubs that participated in 
the Elevator Speech Contest.  Tami Galbreath from the Zonta Club of Kankakee, and 
the entire Streator Club submitted entries that were outstanding!  Thank you ladies 
for preparing your videos for Fall Conference.  I truly appreciate your participation.
Until I talk to you next time, continue your good work embracing and promoting  
Zonta's mission to improve the lives of women!

Cheryl Trudeau: ctrudeau@municipalbank.com

District 6 
Lt. Governor/    
Membership Chair
Cheryl Trudeau 

Leadership and
Membership!
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Area 1
Kathy Raker, 
Director

Area 4
Jeni Royalty,
Chair

Color Your 
Community Orange!

Communications and PR. It is in everything we are messaging, whether verbal or

non-verbal, and regardless of the way it is delivered, needs to provide information, tell our 
story, and engage and inspire others to connect with us in fulfilling our vision.  The manner in 
which we do this may be through printed information, such as brochures provided to 
potential new members, sharing the stories of our work with Zonta, both locally and 
internationally, with current members to re-engage them, and simply having conversations 
with others in our communities that make them want to know or do more!

Regardless of the Zonta activity or event, as part of the process we need to consider and 

define the 5 Ws and 1H – the “Who – What – When – Where – Why – How”.  For example, 

using the upcoming Zonta Says NO! / 16 Days campaign let’s consider the following.

Who can we talk to about…?

o putting Zonta Says NO! signs in their yards?

o lighting their building with orange lights?

o placing orange light bulbs on their porch or in their windows?

o putting orange pinwheels on a noteworthy and visible location, like the Courthouse

lawn?

o issuing a proclamation?

Who will see our signs, orange lighting/lights, and pinwheels? Who should attend the 

Proclamation signing?

What type of event may best promote awareness? What does the audience need to hear or 

see?

When do we want the event to be held?

Where do we want to hold the event?

Why are we doing this?

How do we get this done - our timeline?

These same considerations and decisions apply to membership events, whether to engage 

current members or recruit new ones; to service projects, including hands-on projects or 

fundraisers to support a project; to planning program meetings.  They also apply to growing 

leaders for the club:

Who has the inclination or motivation to serve or does a particular member come to mind?

What position would they like to serve in or be best suited and do they have the necessary 

skills and talents?

When would they be willing to serve, or can they provide a timeframe to work within?

Where can we look for ways to encourage members to see themselves as leaders?

Why is it important to all levels of Zonta to encourage members to accept leadership roles?

How do we help build on or acquire the skills needed? (Answer: Core Competencies 

Development. Of course!)  

Contact: jeniluroyalty@gmail.com

Area 5
Rhonda Thomas,
Chair

Raise Awareness 
Through Advocacy!

Greetings from the Area 5 Clubs.  It was great to see everyone at Fall Conference.
How exciting that all of the clubs were represented there! Thank you so much to 
Governor Anna Weselak, Kathy Raker, Carol Braford and the conference committees 
for all of their time and energy spent on making the Zonta District 6 Fall Conference a 
success.

The Area 5 Clubs have been focused on annual Advocacy events such as the Luminary 
Walk and Purple Ribbon Empowerment Walk to raise awareness about domestic 
violence during the month of October. 

Club Service projects include the District 6 service blanket donations, gift card and bra 
collections, Buckets of Love, items to support clients who require hotel stays to escape 
violent situations and meals for local organizations.

Many of the clubs have also had or are planning Fall fundraising events in support of 
international and local service projects.  

As we enter November and December, we look forward to participating as a group in 
the 16 Days of Activism by posting Zonta Says No yard signs throughout the Area 5 
club locations in addition to social media posting and other activities.

Contact: rhonda@netzero.net

Area 1 Club members congratulate our e-Club of USA 3 upon their First
Anniversary on October  14, 2021. They are off to a fantastic start in Zonta! It was so 
wonderful to have so many Area 1 members on the District Fall Conference 
Committees; Area 1 had 32 members in attendance. As Director for the  hosting 
District 6 Area, I thank all of the members across our District 6 who participated in 
the  Conference and made it a success. Seeing one another was such a special 
experience, despite uncomfortable room temperatures and a few other 
disappointments. 

HOST AREA OF THE DISTRICT 6 2021 FALL CONFERENCE SAYS 
THANK YOU IN A BIG WAY TO ALL! 

Aurora 
Two from our club attended Fall Conference and had a great time interacting with 
other clubs. We are  going to have an Online Auction Nov. 1-7 and would love for all 
of you to check it out! Watch your email  for a link. We are also doing a new 
fundraiser that you may have seen at Fall Conference. We are selling  Tea Towels. 
They make great gifts! If you don’t want to use it (since it is so pretty) you can hang it 
on the  wall with a dowel hanger (also for sale), or we have one that is framed. At our 
last meeting, we had  Aurora’s Poet Laureate as our guest at dinner. She is a joy to be 
around. We presented her a framed tea towel in appreciation for the donation of her 
poem we featured on the towel. 

Chicago Loop 
Chicago Loop is the host club for Spring Workshop; no plans for location yet at this 
time, a work  in process. We are continuing to sell our lovely notes that were available 
at the Conference  Zonta Store. If interested, please email Ellen 
(nlupsych@ameritech.net) or text her at 630-292- 7215. Holiday cards may also be 
available. 

e-Club of USA 3
Our Advocacy Committee is planning to post daily to our FB page during the 16
Days campaign. Our  silent auction at District 6 Fall Conference raised $760 and we
thank all the Zontians who participated!  Our online Fair Trade Fundraiser is
currently underway. So far we've raised more than $400 (25% of  purchases made
on our club page), and we hope that amount will increase as more of our friends
hear  about it. Shop at https://fairtradecaravans.com, click on Shop for a Cause,
then search for and select Zonta!

NorthWest Cook County 
For 16 Days of Advocacy, we are going to be updating our FB page every day and 
pushing it out individually to all of our contacts. We will be concentrating on the 
Leadership program. No plans to meet in person until after the new year. We will be 
planning a service project and fundraiser so that we can send money to International. 

Oak Brook 
Our 16 Days of Advocacy Campaign will be on our FB page each day and also on our 
website. We have  already completed our fall fundraiser at the Fall Conference (Wine 
Basket Raffle, yielded $265 for our club). We have a Holiday Drawing Cash Raffle 
underway with prizes of $1000.00, $500.00, and $250.00.  Our club members will be 
supporting the District 6 Service Blanket Project - making and/or donating  blankets, 
as well as mittens, scarves and hats for our local Family Shelter Service Holiday 
Shoppe Program. We are holding our Board meetings via Zoom, but our general 
membership dinner meetings are in-person.  Our club is planning to meet with a 
lobbyist who will advise how we can advocate for passing the legislation raising the 
marriage age to 18 in the Spring 2022 or 23 legislative session.  We will  share more 
details across Illinois once the plans are outlined.  Thank you to our Mary Nagel and 
Lynn O’Shea (SGB club) for getting this on its way. 

St Charles-Geneva-Batavia Club 
The SGB club is working on rolling out our grant program which offers small grants 
for local, like minded  organizations.  We are also reviewing our scholarship program 
to offer applications after the first of the year. We hope to host our in person Lunafest 
fundraiser in March 2022.

Contact: kathy.raker@comcast.net

Belvidere:  The Zonta Club of Belvidere meets in person at the Moose Lodge.  Their 
August meeting was attended by Area Director Gail Zalewski.  They held their Annual 
Salad Fundraiser at the Moose Lodge on September 21. Zonta Club members were 
assisted by local law enforcement in serving the food this year.  There was a take-out 
option available, along with raffle baskets.  The Club also recently completed their 
Pecan Fundraiser. The Zonta Club of Belvidere will be hosting the Area 2 Spring 
Workshop on May 14, 2022, at the Boone County Museum.

Janesville:  The Zonta Club of Janesville held a successful Meat Auction and Raffle in 
August, which raised over $2000 for scholarships.  They also provided a meal for the 
Echo Community in August. The club installed 3 members at their October meeting, 
now that in-person meetings have resumed. They are running hybrid meetings for 
those who are not yet comfortable attending in person.  Area Director Gail Zalewski 
provided District updates at the October meeting.  The Club’s Annual Nut Sale is 
being held online through TerriLynn.  They are looking at the possibility of 
highlighting women’s lives in a display at the library in March for International 
Women’s Day.  

Madison:  A Zonta Club of Madison service project provided registration support at 
the 12th Annual “Girls on the Run” 5K event on Saturday, November 6, 2021.Madison 
also held their annual “Mix and Mingle” event on September 21 at Hoyt Park.  
Certificates were presented to “Bring the Basics. Period” top product donors, 
recipients and organizers.  There were two speakers who took part in the Wisconsin 
Women’s Network Policy Institute, which is supported by the Zonta Club of Madison 
Foundation.  On November 7, they worked with SSM Health on the 13th Annual Girls 
on the Run Fall 5K, by assisting in event set up, stuffing goody bags, registration and 
other tasks.  The club is now gearing up for the 16 Days of Activism, which will 
include orange lights at the Overture Center for the Performing Arts,  and an Orange 
Umbrella Brigade.

Milwaukee:  The Zonta Club of Milwaukee held their 6th Annual Zonta Says NO to 
Violence Against Women Silent Walk at the Milwaukee County Courthouse on 
October 4.  The walk had grown to the point that it is now receiving coverage on all 
major Milwaukee networks as well as in print.  The Club held its Fashion Show 
Fundraiser on October 23.  They were also celebrating the 95th anniversary of their 
club.  The Zonta Club of Milwaukee will resume their program on racial justice with 
an outside facilitator in January. They will host the 2022 District 6 Fall Conference.at 
the Embassy Suites in Brookfield.

All Area 2 clubs were represented in person for the District 6 Fall Conference.  
Congratulations to Karen Smith from the Zonta Club of Milwaukee, who will be 
serving as Area 2 Director for the 2022-2024 Biennium.  An Area 2 Meeting was held 
at the Conference, where the clubs had an opportunity to share the struggles and 
opportunities that COVID brought to club operations.  The Area 2 workshop in 
Belvidere was discussed, as well as other upcoming Zonta club events.  Tara Liegel, 
Jane M. Klausman Scholarship winner from Janesville, who went on to win at the 
District and Zonta International levels, spoke at the District Conference on Saturday.  
Everyone is excited to be resuming in-person meetings and getting back on track with 
the Zonta mission – empowering women and girls through service and advocacy.

Contact: gailzale54@gmail.com

Area 2
Gail Zalewski, 
Director

Successful 
Fundraisers, 
Advocacy and 
Service!

mailto:jeniluroyalty@gmail.com
mailto:rhonda@netzero.net
mailto:kathy.raker@comcast.net
mailto:gailzale54@gmail.com


Service
Lisa Conard, Chair

Share Your Service 
Projects Through PR!

Advocacy
Laura Baker, 
Chair

Advocacy and 
Communications!

Zonta 
Foundation 
for Women
Dorothy Suther 
Foundation
Ambassador

Every  Member
Every November

Zonta clubs continue to perform service in their communities despite the challenges
that Covid presents. During the district conference, and through club communication, 
we have been able to share ideas and promote projects throughout the district.

Clubs have been spreading the ideas of Zonta, documenting service and advocacy with 
photos and PR. Please continue to send photos and counts of blankets donated for our 
District 6 blanket project. We will send an entry for the service recognition award at 
Zonta International Convention in Hamburg Germany. Photos above are from the 
Zonta Club of Lebanon, IN. They purchased fleece tie blanket kits and held a special 
event for members to make blankets. Their goal is to make 65 blankets for 
commemorate the 65 th birthday of the Zonta Club of Lebanon.

Pelase report on your clubs project. Please send photos and stories to

Contact:  b.conard@comcast.net

It’s time for clubs to start planning their annual Zonta Says NO to Violence Against
Women campaign, which takes place during the 16 Days of Activism.  This is a global 
international campaign that begins on November 25, which is the International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence against Women, and runs until December 10th, Human 
Rights Day.  

Zonta Says No/16 Days is a great opportunity to include PR with your advocacy 
activities!  Adding the element of PR increases visibility to your club, increases the 
potential membership pool, and educates the public about important topics that impact 
women and girls around the world.  

At Fall Conference, during our Advocacy Round Table discussions, clubs shared their 
advocacy activities with me.  Here is a list of a few ideas that your club may be 
interested in:

● Ribbon campaigns around their community to raise awareness about specific
issues (domestic violence, sexual assault, etc.).

● Host a community movie night and share a movie or documentary that speaks to
a specific issue (child marriage, domestic violence, etc.).

● Social media awareness and campaigns.
● Just talk about advocacy issues with non-Zontians.  This is a simple and

powerful tool to raise awareness.  When we share what's happening with those
who may not be aware, we are advocating.

● Participating in walks, such as a Take Back the Night.

Don’t forget to add the PR by reaching out to your local newspaper or sharing your 
amazing activities on social media.  

I look forward to hearing about your club’s activities.  As always, if you need any 
assistance, please feel free to reach out to me.

 Contact: Baker40@yahoo.com

November is here, with a focus on each member joining
hands across the globe to make a financial contribution to 
support the crucial work of Zonta International.  What a 
lovely way to feel connected with our fellow Zontians as we stand united to work on 
making life better for women and girls in very difficult situations.

Zonta International is encouraging gifts to the Service Fund in November to be able to 
fulfill commitments made for the biennium. 

And we are improving the lives of many with our projects and educational support. A 
few examples:  In Niger over 11,000 adolescent girls received life skills training, with 
a door to door focus on hard to reach “invisible” girls; in Zambia, after 6 months of 
Covid school closings,  community action groups were mobilized to support over 
2,200 girls prepare for school return with needed school supplies and reusable sanitary 
pads; in Burkina Faso over 175,000 men and boys were reached with programs 
supporting positive masculinity and behavior changes to protect girls from child 
marriage. With your help Zonta will continue to advocate for women and girls 
everywhere.  

A big thank you to all who donated before and during the Fall Conference.  As you 
know, there was a drawing among donors for three gift cards.   The big winners were 
Jeni Royalty, Kay Geisler (donated back) and Donna Conant.  Congratulations! 

Our mutual service to women and girls binds us together as Zontians. As we have seen 
in history, strong women working together can be a real force for good. Thank you for 
being a part of that.

Contact: cdsuther@att.net
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Leadership 
& Development
Yvonne V. Chalfant, 
Chair

Core 
Competencies 
Update!

Communication 
& Public Relations  
Sandy Peterson, 
Chair

Awareness Through 
Communication!

Happy fall from the D6 Leadership Development Committee.

We were pleased during our recent D6 Conference to recognize individuals who have 
been pursuing Zonta leadership skills through the Leadership Development Core 
Competencies.  We recognized 41 Zontians for their hard work.

Following conference, we learned that others have been chipping away at the 
individual sections of each module, and we asked the area directors to provide an 
update of the work accomplished in their areas.

Congratulations to these Zontians for their determination.

Communications and Public Relations are critical in building awareness about 
violence against women. The “16 Day” campaign has provided a vehicle to spread this 
message internationally. By joining with other powerful organizations Zonta 
maximizes the power of this international campaign. On the local level, many Zonta 
Clubs have created their own campaigns in their communities.  In this newsletter you 
will find out what District 6 Clubs are doing and suggestions for your local efforts.. I 
suggest that you stress the International efforts of Zonta Clubs when you promote this 
campaign. It is collectively that we make an impact. The Zonta International website 
has a wealth of examples at: https://zontasaysno.com/ . It provides an impressive 
collection of what is being done by Zonta Clubs in many countries. In marketing terms 
this maximizes the scope and impact of your local campaign.

Consider a tagline on your 16 Days communication efforts
“This campaign is used as a strategy by organizations around the world to call for the 
prevention and elimination of violence against women and girls. Over 6000+  
organizations in 187 countries have participated in the Global 16 Days Campaign 
since 1991, reaching 300 million people.”

Watch for the 16 Days of Activism Facebook Campaign on the District 6 website 
beginning on November 25. Please share the daily posts on your own Facebook pages.

16 Days of Activism History
http://zontadistrict6.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/16-Days-of-Activism-History.pdf

Contact: sandy.or.tom@gmail.com

UN 
& ZONTA
Lynn Oshea,
 Chair

Child Marriage 
Legislative 
Success

Mary Nagel and the "Unchained at Last" coalition to end child marriage in Illinois 
is actively pursuing a change in Illinois law to raise the marriage age to 18 this next 
legislative session. They have already filed the bill, hired a lobbyist,  and are seeking 
sponsors to bring this to the legislature beginning in January, with the expectation of 
passing it in April 2022. ZONTA”s partnership with the UN through UNICEF and 
UNFPA are initiating similar efforts around the world. 

For More information see the Zonta International Website at 
https://zonta.org/Web/Programs/ISP/Ending_Child_Marriage

Unchained At Last Final Report

 

Contact: Lynn.Oshea805@gmail.com

Area 1 - Oak Brook Club
Emily Bartlett
Kathy Burns
Linda Cunningham
Peg Dowling
Laura Grunwald
Sue Haa
Jaclyn Jackson
Donna Joss
Mary Nagel
Mary Kay Nelsen
Kathy Raker
Kathleen Ray
Kay Van Vreede
Anna Weselak
Barb Yong
Marsha Young

Area 2 – Milwaukee Club
Karen Smith

Area 3 – Zonta Club of 
Alton-Wood River
Angela McDowell
Jean Heil

Area 4 – Indianapolis Club
Laura Baker
Nicole Brandt
Holly Hall
Lisa Marchal
Eleanora Medve-Powell
Brittany Niblick
Jean Patton

Brittany Niblick
Jean Patton
Elaine Sholty
Joanne Solomon
Susan Stiles
Dorothy E Suther
Tania White

Area 4 – Lebanon Club
Pamela Anderson
Sara Bean
Lisa Conard
Ann Durkos
Kay Geisler
Suzanne Leeke
Sylvia Maddox
Fern Miner
Lisa Richards
Paula Saks
Joanna Shoemaker
Christine Sterle
Judith A. Wilson

Area 4 – Frankfort Club
Marvel A. Albitz
Rita Betts
Marlene K. Brant
Stephanie Buntin
Brittany Butler
Nancy Harshbarger
Dana Myers
Jeni Royalty

Charity Singleton Craig
Tina Stock
Susan Trees

Area 5 – Zonta Club of 
Kankakee
Kelly LaMore
Tracey Heldt
Debbie Caise
Tami Galbreath
Robin Savage
Carol Braford
Rhonda Thomas

Area 5 – Zonta Club of 
LaSalle Peru
Alexandria Braboy
Jean Forst
Linda Hiltabrand
Jennifer Nagle
Melissa Olivero
Christie Pasieka
Gail Pyszka
Kimberly Radek-Hall

Area 5 – Zonta Club of 
Joliet
Terri King

Area 5 – Zonta Club of 
Streator
Deidra Toler
Delores Robinson
Charm Ruhnke

We paid special recognition to the follow Zontians who completed the full Core 
Competencies program

Tami Galbreath – Zonta Club of Kankakee
Terri King – Zonta Club of Joliet
Susan Trees – Zonta Club of Frankfort

We eagerly await reports of other Zontians who are committed to hone their Zonta 
leadership skills through the Leadership Development Core Competencies

Yvonne Chalfant, D6
Leadership Development Committee Chair

Contact: ychalf@olivet.edu
Robin Savage, Illinois Liaison
Cheryl Lucas-DeBerry, Wisconsin Liaison
Susan Trees, Indiana Liaison

https://zontasaysno.com/
http://zontadistrict6.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/16-Days-of-Activism-History.pdf
mailto:sandy.or.tom@gmail.com
https://zonta.org/Web/Programs/ISP/Ending_Child_Marriage
http://zontadistrict6.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/MArriage-Study-PDF-FINAL-2021-08-19.pdf
http://zontadistrict6.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/MArriage-Study-PDF-FINAL-2021-08-19.pdf
mailto:Lynn.Oshea805@gmail.com
mailto:ychalf@olivet.edu

	D 6 Nov 2021 Newsletter p1
	D 6 Nov 2021 Newsletter p2
	D 6 Nov 2021 Newsletter p3
	D 6 Nov 2021 Newsletter p4



