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Hello fellow Zontians!

And welcome to the District 6 newsletter. We hope 
you enjoy the District news from each committee 
and look forward to keeping you updated through 
triannual newsletters. If there are District topics 
you would like to see, please let me or Sandy 
Peterson know. This is your district newsletter and 
Should reflect the information you want to see.

The 2022 Convention in Hamburg was amazing, as 
they always are! I was so pleased to attend with my fellow District 6 Zontians, in 
person and virtual. Much business was conducted, as well as workshops, and 
connecting with old friends. A complete report on the results of the business meetings 
will be provided at the Fall Conference in October.

And speaking of Fall Conference, it will be here before you know it! October 7-9 is 
fast approaching. I trust you have all received the Call to Conference from your club 
presidents. Please reach out to me if you have 
questions or need another copy of the call. 
Registration is still available through online or 
mail in. Conference events include a Zonta Says 
No Walk, district business, enlightening keynote 
Speakers, energetic entertainment, the Zonta store, 
group picture and fellowship!

As many of you know, club fundraising is an 
important source of funding for ZI Service Projects.
The Zonta Store at conference is an opportunity for 
us all to help our fellow clubs in their goal of providing for the ZI Service Projects. In 
an effort to assist clubs in increasing their exposure at conference, the conference 
committee will provide a list of clubs with a table in the store, and the types of items 
available for purchase, or for raffle. We are highlighting the E-Club raffle in this 
newsletter. And hope to include an Idea Exchange for clubs to share information 
regarding fundraising on the website soon.

Looking forward to seeing and talking with you.
Cheryl Trudeau
District 6 Governor (2022 - 2024)

email: ctrudeau@municipalbank.com 
Website Link:

zontadistrict6.org

District 6 Governor
Cheryl Trudeau

2022 Fall 
Conference
October 6-9
Brookfield, WI

District 6 Zontians in Hamburg

mailto:ctrudeau@municipalbank.com
http://zontadistrict6.org/


District 6 
E-Club USA 
/President
Sally Bean

Please Support 
E-Club Fundraisers

The E-Club of USA 3 chartered in October 2020, and we are fast approaching our 
second anniversary.  We are pleased to have 16 members two years in, and we 
appreciate the willingness of these new and returning Zontians to step up to club 
leadership. 

While we are like traditional clubs in many ways, we are different in one critical way 
– fundraising.  Because our members live across the US, in-person fundraising events 
are not feasible, so we depend on online sales and district conference to raise funds.  
We need your support here at the conference with our silent auction to ensure that we 
raise funds.  Please consider bidding on the items in the store. 

We also found a company that sources fair trade items, ships to the customer directly, 
and pays us 25% of the revenue.  This year we hope to expand our success by inviting 
members of the clubs in District 6 to participate.  We will forward the link to all club 
presidents and ask that they please forward to the full club. Thank you in advance for 
your support.

In other ways we are similar to traditional 
clubs.  We hold monthly meetings (no 
summer break) with programs on issues that 
align to our mission.  We recruit members by 
inviting them to attend our meetings and using 
the same follow up used by traditional clubs.  
We do advocacy in the state in which 
we each reside, and we act on the Fast Action 
Friday alerts from the USA Caucus.  We do 
service individually or in small groups where 
possible, sharing our experiences with the 
club to encourage each other to find 
interesting local service opportunities.  

The club has generously decided to give at least 2/3 of funds raised to the Zonta 
Foundation for Women each year, leaving some for a club scholarship to be decided 
between the Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarship and the Women in 
Technology Scholarship.  Supporting the e-club fundraiser is truly supporting Zonta 
Foundation for Women. We appreciate your support!

Contact: sally-2@comcast.net

Four E-Club members in April 2022

mailto:sally-2@comcast.net


An invitation to share creativity, cooperation, community and action is going out to 
all District 6 Area Directors, Club Presidents and Membership Committee Members 
with an expansion to add Advocacy, Service and Fundraising Committee heads from 
each club in an effort to reach some best practices for growing our membership. To 
quote Zonta’s District Manual, “The ZI Membership Committee promotes continuing 
membership growth and encourages and supervises the organization of new clubs. 
The committee also reviews classifications and submits recommendations to the Zonta 
International Board.” My hope is to re-invigorate this Membership Committee by 
gathering lots of voices through a number of Zoom calls and in-person meetings to 
discuss Membership opportunities and solidify our training of new members on the 
specific Club idiosyncrasies and creating opportunities for holding sessions with our 
District 6 Leadership Development Team members.  

The District-wide Membership Committee will help to develop best practices for 
increasing membership through conversations with all clubs to determine what has 
worked in the past. Additional planned activities will include interviewing new 
members that are millennial and beyond and reaching out to members of our two 
Golden Z Clubs and, if possible, interviewing members of the Z Clubs in our District; 
these will be extremely informative. It is important that we design a plan to introduce 
training for new members in an effort to fan the flames of growth in our Zonta Clubs. 
Who better to bring new faces to our clubs than the newest members? In addition, it 
would be ideal to create a coalition of the 2022-2024 Area Directors, the Chairs of the 
Club Membership Committees and the Leadership District Reps to create and hold 
quarterly or semi-annual D6 training sessions/orientations for new members. We have 
much to offer each other by sharing our experiences and ideas; we simply need to 
generate opportunities.

The incoming Area Directors have collected the names of their clubs’ Presidents and 
Membership Committee Chairs and submitted those to me. I also have the names of 
the Leadership Development Committee representatives as they are key members of 
this process. I hope to set an initial call prior to our District 2022 Fall Conference 
Meeting in October. If not, hopefully, we will meet briefly at the Fall Conference, 
itself. I realize this is a short timeline, but if we move swiftly and gather ideas, we can 
do this knowing it is an ever-evolving program that seeks to bring and keep new 
members. We accomplish this by having a framework for Zonta International to 
become well-known to all in our District, while growing our leadership prospects at 
the same time through an educated membership. 

Looking forward to sharing ideas for growing this amazing organization. What we do 
is important and each member has a myriad of skills that deserve to be tapped for 
expanding our ranks. This is one way by which we can "Build A Better World for 
Women and Girls.”

Contact: imvidal@comcast.net

District 6 
Lt. Governor/    
Membership Chair
Isabel M. Vidal

Innovative Plan to Grow 
Membership

mailto:imvidal@comcast.net


Area 1
Mary Kay Nelsen 
Director

Fundraising Film 
Festival Event

St. Charles/Batavia/Geneva - We are gearing up for Lunafest in our club. The date is 
9/20 and we are sending out information later today to other Area 1 club members as 
well as lots of people in our communities. We are excited to be back in person for this 
great fundraising and advocacy event!

The E-Club of USA 3 has 16 members. We have exciting club programs this fall 
including a JMK scholar, ZI Convention report, and Afghan refugees in Wisconsin. We 
also look forward to our annual in-person meeting following the conference! We do 
service individually in our communities. Recent service has included writing postcards 
to young women urging them to vote, providing butterfly necklaces for survivors of 
human trafficking, and staffing a tent at a fair for a human trafficking organization. 
The club will wrap soaps for a human trafficking organization at the in-person meeting 
in October. We will encourage service aligned to the district focus on addressing food 
insecurity, keeping in mind that food banks also distribute period products and diapers. 
We look forward to offering a silent auction again at the district conference, and hold a 
fair trade online sale before the holidays.

Northwest Cook County - Requested a spot at a community table at the Arlington 
Heights Farmers Market for September (provide info on Zonta); requested 10/1 date, 
waiting for response. Receiving inquiry for Jane M, Klausman Award; submitted to 
District 6 the final documents and JMK application for Hannah Hautzinger. Since 
January 2022, the Zonta Club of Northwest Cooks hosts a monthly Book Club about 
women for members and potential members since (no meeting in July); alternate 
between nonfiction and fiction.

Oak Brook - The Oak Brook Club inducted 1 new member at their June meeting and 
held a pizza social guest event on August 16th. They will be conducting a cash raffle 
with the winners drawn at their October meeting on the 18 th . And will again be 
holding an International Women’s Day Breakfast on March 8, 2023. They have 
continued to partner with Poised For Success and Metropolitan Family Services.

Aurora - The Aurora Club doesn’t meet in the summer, but they have still been busy. 
They are partnering with a woman who collects bras and donates them to shelters for 
women and a shelter for women coming out of human trafficking. They will be having 
an online auction in November and a cash drawing in December. And are hoping to 
have a display case in the library for Ending Child Marriage.

Contact: maryknelsen1305@comcast.net

mailto:maryknelsen1305@comcast.net


Area 2
Karen Smith
Director

Join us at the “Zonta 
Says No Walk” at the 
Fall Conference!

The Clubs of Area 2 are back to meeting in person again this fall with some offering a 
hybrid meeting option for those that are immunocompromised.

Zonta Clubs in Area 2 are active on the fundraiser front. The Zonta Club of Janesville 
again held a meat raffle in August. Janesville reported that they do a lot of talking 
about Zonta at their raffle fundraiser and as we reach out to local businesses and 
organizations asking for basket and gift certificate donations for the raffle events. The 
Zonta Club of Milwaukee will be holding their annual Fashion Show Fundraiser on 
November 5 at the Milwaukee Marriott West. If any one is interested in attending this 
event please reach out to Pam Knackert at pmknackert@gmail.com. More on the 
Fashion Show: http://zontadistrict6.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/
fashion-show-1.jpeg While the Madison Club does not have a fall fundraiser planned, 
they look forward to supporting other club fundraisers in the Area.

On the Membership front we are seeing some exciting progress! The Zonta Club of 
Janesville brought in 3 new members in June in addition to having a couple of 
additional prospects. The Zonta Club of Milwaukee had a new member join in May. 
The Zonta Club of Madison held their Mix and Mingle in June and have one new 
member in the pipeline who has completed her application and been approved by the 
Club board.

On the Advocacy front, the Zonta Club of Milwaukee is planning their annual “Zonta 
Says No” silent walk which will be held at noon on October 7, the Friday of Fall 
Conference. The Milwaukee Club is inviting all clubs in District 6 to join them for this 
annual event which will include speakers and the reading of names of those in 
Wisconsin who lost their lives to domestic violence in the prior year. Information on 
The walk will be provided in the Call to Conference. The Zonta Club of Madison will 
concentrate advocacy efforts around 16 Days of Activism and International Women’s 
Day. 

The Area 2 Clubs are active with service projects for their local areas. The Madison 
Club will be stuffing backpacks for school children in August. The Milwaukee Club 
completed a book drive for Neu Life Community Development as well as providing 
filled backpacks for 50 children in the program. Some Area clubs have held fun social 
activities over the summer including a Milwaukee Milkmen baseball game, a Ladies 
must Swing big band night and an upcoming Day at the Beach. It is fun to get to know 
our fellow members in a more personal manner.

The Zonta Club of Belvidere did not meet in July and as such has no new information 
to report. Lastly, the Fall Conference Committee is diligently planning the Fall 
Conference which will be hosted by the Milwaukee Club, October 7-9. The Call to 
Conference was sent to you in August. We hope for good participation throughout the 
District. Other clubs in Area 2 are helping to organize aspects of the conference.

 Contact: ks65100@gmail.com

mailto:pmknackert@gmail.com
http://zontadistrict6.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/fashion-show-1.jpeg
http://zontadistrict6.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/fashion-show-1.jpeg
mailto:ks65100@gmail.com


Area 3
Jean Heil
Director

Collecting School 
Supplies

Area 3 (which consists of 4 Clubs: Alton-Wood River, Lincoln, Mascoutah and 
Springfield) is really rocking this fall as we spread the message of empowering women 
in our communities through Super Service, Awesome Advocacy and Fabulous 
Fundraising projects! 

Super Service projects have included: collecting books for children to receive at a 
shelter, providing school supplies, LCCC Scholarships given, buying sheets and other 
products to include in fresh start kits, canned food drive and donations to local food 
pantries

Awesome Advocacy projects planned: Domestic Violence Awareness Walk, ribbons 
around trees and banners placed throughout town, mayoral proclamations for 
International Women’s Day and 16 Days of Activism, working with representatives at 
the state capitol to promote legislation for women’s rights

Fabulous Fundraising projects on the horizon: Golf Tournament, bake sales, Fashion 
Show and Vendor Fair, Thanksgiving Dinner

Go, Zonta, Go! 

Contact: jeanheilheil@gmail.com

mailto:jeanheilheil@gmail.com


Area 4
Suzanne Leeke
Director

Support For Teens!

During the beginning months of the biennium, Area 4 clubs have begun working on 
fundraisers and service projects, as well as preparing for the 2023 NAIDM Conference.  
District 6 was chosen among all Districts in the US and Canada to host this event, and 
Indianapolis in Area 4 was chosen as the city!  The Area 4 club presidents recently met 
with NAIDM Committee Chair Yvonne Chalfant to start planning the event logistics.  
The hotel has been selected.  Registration responsibilities are being defined.  Speakers, 
sightseeing tours and other events are being researched.  Area 4 is honored to host this 
event! Along with this effort, the Area 4 Presidents are leading their clubs in the 
following activities.

Lebanon Club is currently preparing for a fundraiser in September to serve food at a 
very well attended 2-day event. While customers wait in line to be served, a slide 
show will play to illustrate the mission of Zonta with statistics on Domestic Violence 
and Human Trafficking.  In October, the club will partner with the Lebanon High 
School Z-Club to begin online pasta sales.  Regarding service projects, in August the 
club donated 150 pounds of clothing (not counting shoes) for Dress for Success!  The 
club continues to distribute fleece blankets to various organizations including a 
women’s transition home, schools, after school programs, and the Ronald McDonald 
House.  Another ongoing service project is financial investment in KIVA which is a 
micro-loan program that helps women in under-developed countries start their own 
business. 

Frankfort Club will begin taking orders for holiday nuts in September to be delivered 
by Thanksgiving.  For Service Projects, they participate in a Children’s Book Drive all 
year long for the Free Little Library at two locations.  Advocacy combined with 
Service will begin in November with a program held jointly with Ascent 121 which is 
an organization that provides long term trauma recovery for teen survivors of 
trafficking. 

Indianapolis Club is strong in their service project activities.  They served meals at 
the Wheeler Mission for Women and Children (homeless shelter) in July and plan to do 
that at least 2 more times this year.  They made blankets to donate to various 
organizations in need. They continue to donate warm up suits to the Eskenazi Center 
of Hope for rape and domestic violence victims whose clothing must be kept as 
evidence.  And they are planning an event for the women (and their children) of Dove 
Recovery House.  Regarding fundraising activities they are considering options for an 
online fundraiser. President Tania reports that being such a small club in a big city they 
struggle with fundraising so any new ideas are appreciated.  

As Area Director, I recognize that fundraising can be a burden for small clubs, and 
without enough woman-power, the pressure to raise funds may have caused clubs to 
disband.  I plan to pursue the possibility of having joint fundraisers among the Indiana 
clubs.  

Area 4 is planning a Zonta Says No Walk prior to the 16 Days of Activism in 
November.  The event will be in a central location between the 3 clubs.  Z-clubs and 
disbanded Zonta clubs will be invited to walk as well as various speakers involved in 
Domestic Violence and Human Trafficking awareness.

Contact: suzanneleeke@gmail.com

 Ascent 121: trauma recovery for teen survivors of trafficking.

mailto:suzanneleeke@gmail.com


Area 5
Mary Baudino
Director

Follow the Signs!

Hello from Area 5!

On Saturday, August 27 th a Leadership Training Meeting was held for the Area 5 
Clubs with 20 in attendance and each club represented. Presentations included ZI 
Convention highlights and updates by Governor Cheryl Trudeau as well as her vision 
and goals for the 2022-2024 biennium; Lt. Governor Isabel Vidal spoke on her 
grassroots approach to grow our District 6 membership; and Yvonne Chalfant, District 
6 Leadership Development Committee Chair, had a very engaging presentation 
“Follow the Signs” to aid our clubs to not only grow and develop members but prepare 
and engage them for future leadership roles. Membership is a concern for each of the 
clubs as they work to develop new ways to attract members. Two (2) clubs have 
already added new members. Clubs are off and running with many service, advocacy 
and fundraising activities already planned for this year. Looking forward to the 2022 
Fall Conference.

Contact: mfbaudino59@aol.com

LEADERSHIP
TRAINING

mailto:mfbaudino59@aol.com


Service
Rhonda Thomas
Chair

Share Your Service 
Projects to Fight Food 
Poverty

Advocacy
Susan Bursztynsky 
Chair

Domestic Violence
Luminary Walk

Zonta 
Foundation 
for Women
Jeni Royalty
Ambassador

Engaging Girls on 
Climate Change

Hopefully, by now you have already heard about the District 6 Service project to 
address food poverty. Clubs are asked to collect and distribute food/donations to 
support their community partners’ clients in need of assistance with feeding their 
families.

Please share your efforts by submitting photos and descriptions of your projects with 
the Service Committee by forwarding them to rhondaz@netzero.net. The District 6 
Board will review the projects submitted at the quarterly meeting prior to Fall 
Conference and choose the service project with the best utilization of the Zonta 
International Service Committee service project criteria including impact, visibility 
and creativity. The first quarterly prize will be awarded at Fall Conference in October, 
so start sending your information right away and no later  than September 30th. We 
can't wait to see all of the creative ways you find to impact this incredible need!

Contact:  rhondaz@netzero.net.

The Advocacy team is excited about getting every Zontian engaged in advocacy over 
the next two years! A quick peak: we will be asking every Club and every Zontian to 
complete one advocacy action each year during this biennium. It can be as big or as 
little as you are able to commit. It could be calling your local, State, or national 
legislator. It could be sending an email to one of your legislators (which is made easy 
by Zonta). It could be writing a letter to the editor or participating in a march. The 
possibilities are endless. To help, we will be providing information on some issues and 
links that may be of interest to you.

The Fall brings many opportunities. October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 
Is there a local walk or luminary near you that you could participate in? For me, on 
October 27th , the Ottawa Club will be hosting the annual Zonta Domestic Violence 
Luminary Walk that rotates between LaSalle/Peru, Streator, and Ottawa. The Kankakee 
Club has an EmpowHERment Walk on October 1st . I am certain that many other clubs 
will be part of events also. Some areas will have walks to bring awareness of human 
trafficking in October. A21 is organizing walks worldwide to take place on October 
15th Their website is a21.org.

November 25th starts 16 Days of Activism. Like last year, the theme will be Ending 
Femicide. One steps that can be taken is to sign the petition to declare December 6 a 
International Day to End Femicide. For more information, along with some more 
advocacy ideas, go to 16 days campaign.org. Finally, please join the Milwaukee Club 
in their Silent Walk that will be held while we are there for Fall Conference.

Contact: susan.zonta@gmail.com

During the Zonta International Convention in Hamburg 
donations to the Zonta Foundation for Women totaled just 
over $171,000, helping make up part of what was missed 
with the cancellation of the 2020 Convention. This gives a good start in support of our 
educational programs (AE Fellowship, JMK Women in Business, YWPA, Women in 
Technology) and international service projects for the 2022/2024 Biennium which are:

Adolescent Girls’ Health and Protection in Peru
Her Health and Dignity, Our Priority (Papua New Guinea and Timor-Leste)
Engaging Girls On Climate Change in Madagascar
Global Programme To End Child Marriage 
  (Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Mozambique, Niger, Sierra Leone, Uganda,
   and Zambia – Africa) and (Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and Yemen)

We will learn more about these projects over the next two years as, together, we begin 
work towards our District 6 fundraising goal of $144,000 for the Zonta Foundation for 
Women. Governor Cheryl and believe that while this may sound ambitious, we are 
confident that it can be met since the generous members and clubs of our district gave 
nearly $138,000 this past biennium.

In addition to the normal Foundation campaigns (Every Member-Every November, 
Zonta’s Birthday, the 16 Days Campaign, Rose Day / International Women’s Day), I 
have ideas and plans in mind to help reach this goal and give each of us opportunities 
to participate. For example, the Foundation will be celebrating 40 years by the end of 
this biennium and one plan for D6 members will be related to that anniversary number. 
These opportunities will be offered throughout this biennium and will be developed 
with help and input from my committee members/State liaisons who are:
Michelle Miller – Illinois / Marlene Brant – Indiana / Jane Thompson – Wisconsin
And a big “THANK YOU” to these fellow Zontians who said “Yes” to serving!

Remember, together, our support to the Zonta Foundation for Women clearly helps all 
of us …,

“Build a Better World for Women and Girls”!

Contact: jeniluroyalty@gmail.com

mailto:rhondaz@netzero.net
mailto:rhondaz@netzero.net
https://www.a21.org/
mailto:susan.zonta@gmail.com
mailto:jeniluroyalty@gmail.com


Leadership 
& Development
Yvonne V. Chalfant 
Chair

Companion Core 
Competency 
Program 

Communications 
& Public Relations  
Sandy Peterson 
Chair

Tell Us About Your Best 
Activities!

UN 
& ZONTA
Terri Saarela
Chair

Commission on the 
Status of Women 
Report

This summer the Commission on the Status of Women released the CSW66 Agreed 
Conclusions focusing on women’s inheritance of land. UN Sustainable Development 
Goal #5 fulfillment must include a focus on women farmers as they produce a high 
percentage of food globally. Several breakout sessions at the Summit in March 
presented this significance of this issue. CSW’s Global Advocacy Research Group 
submitted language in their Recommendation #6 to the Secretary General, UN 
Women, and the CSW 66 Bureau.

The CSW monthly meetings will start again in September with a roundtable 
discussion by Fos Feminista about the right to comprehensive sexuality education 
using digital technology. All Zonta members can register for the monthly meetings. 
A variety of topics are covered and discussed. The official UN CSW 67 for 2023 is 
March 6 – 17, 2023. The priority theme will be innovation and technological change 
for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.

The D6 Website will continue to post new articles relating to the Zonta mission and 
participation in fulfilling the SDG goals. The UN Women Levers of Change Gender 
Equality Attitudes Study 2022 is an interesting read and links to the UN Women’s 
Global Data Hub. Take a few minutes and check it out!

Contact: terrijo@uwalumni.com

Announcing!
Core Competencies Reimagined
A companion piece to align with the original

Core Competency Program.
Designed to fit your learning style

and your club’s training needs

Roll out coming at
District 6 Conference

October, 2022.

Robin Savage, Illinois Leadership Liaison
Cheryl Lucas DeBerry, Wisconsin Leadership Liaison
Susan Trees, Indiana Leadership Liaison

Contact: ychalf@olivet.edu

Communications & PR has been busy producing the 2022 Call to Conference and the 
September District newsletter.

Idea Exchange
This fall we plan to launch the District Idea Exchange. This provides a venue for clubs 
to share their successful activities so we can learn from each other. We will be in touch 
with you soon to ask you what you would like to share with us.

District Website
We have been working on the new District website. It is a priority to get it done this 
fall. Our plan is to have a website that tells us all we need to know about Zonta. Also, 
we want our website to be user friendly and offer a professional and high quality 
design.

Facebook
This is another way for us to highlight what we are doing. Please send your club 
highlights to me and I will post them. We want to know what you are doing.

Zonta & UN Page on District Website
The Zonta & UN Page on the website will continue to provide up to date information 
on what the UN is doing and how Zonta is both a participant and financial supporter. 
The work that the UN does on behalf of women is substantial. Zonta has been a partner 
with the UN for many years and we want to keep you informed on our shared efforts.

Contact: sandy.or.tom@gmail.com

mailto:terrijo@uwalumni.com
mailto:ychalf@olivet.edu
mailto:sandy.or.tom@gmail.com


Nominating
Committee
Anna Weselak
Chair

Leaders Wanted!

Outstanding Leaders Dedicated to the Mission of Zonta International!

Yes, the District 6 Nominating Committee is already at work scouting nominees for 
the 2024-2026 Biennium!  Now that our leaders are in place for the 2022-2024 
Biennium, it is time to seek out new leaders.  It is a never-ending cycle to continually 
seek and elect new leaders to keep our organization alive and well with new ideas 
promoted by enthusiastic leaders eager to serve you.

The members of the District 6 Nominating Committee will be attending the Fall 
Conference in October.  We will be observing your leadership skills, meeting new 
leaders, and accepting your suggestions for members to serve in the next biennium. 

Beginning with our goal in mind, we plan to have a completed slate by June !, 2023.  
If you wish to suggest a nominee or if you are interested in serving at the District or 
International level, please let me or a member of the Nominating Committee know.  
With your help we can elect another outstanding District 6 Board and even suggest 
candidates for Zonta International positions.

The positions that we are charged to nominate are Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, an 
Area Director for each Area, and a nominee from each Area for the Nominating 
Committee. 

Thank you all for saying “Yes to Zonta!”

Anna Weselak, 2022-2024 Nominating Committee Chair
Gail Zalewski, 2022-2024 Nominating Committee Member
Michelle Miller, 2022-2024 Nominating Committee Member

Contact: AWeslak@weselak.com

Awards
Susie Trees,
Chair

Education Empowers 
Women and Girls!

The Awards Committee has been busy preparing for District Fall Conference in 
Brookfield, WI on October 7-9, keeping in touch with our District Award Recipients on 
their attendance to be recognized, and a wonderful opportunity for our District 6 
members to meet each of them through a short introduction of their educational goals, 
and they are:

2021 Women in Technology Award Recipient has also been named a WIT Scholar, 
receiving an additional International Award of $8,000 and she is: Jennie Patricoski, 
submitted by the Zonta Club of Oak Brook, IL.

2021 JMK Women in Business Award Recipient has also been named a JMK Women in 
Business Scholar, receiving an additional International Award of $8,000 and she is: 
Courtney Jentz, submitted by the Zonta Club of Janesville, WI.

2022 Young Women in Public Affairs Award Recipient has also been named a YWPA 
recipient, receiving an additional International Award of $5,000 and she is Khadijah 
Dhoondia, submitted by the Zonta Club of Milwaukee, WI.

District 6 was truly honored to have two Amelia Earhart Fellows awarded in 2021, 
receiving a $10,000 Fellowship and they are: Vanessa Awate, University of Illinois and 
Maaninee Gupta, Purdue University.

Both of these ladies are currently heavily involved in their research in Aerospace 
Engineering and not able to be with us, but both have prepared introductory videos of 
their research, which we look forward to learning more about them at the fall 
conference.

All clubs were contacted in late July reminding them that the 2022 JMK Women in 
Business Award were due to Awards Chair, Susie Trees, on or before August 15. Five 
district clubs submitted applications and the Awards Liaison Committee is currently in 
the process of scoring each one, with the recipient to be forwarded to Zonta 
International by October 15. I wish to thank the three District Liaison Committee 
members for serving on this most important committee, and they are: Christie Plotzke, 
Illinois; Chris Goepfert, Wisconsin; and Pam Anderson, Indiana.

Area Directors and Club Presidents have been contacted announcing information on the 
2023 Amelia Earhart Fellowship. Materials were listed for individual District clubs to 
share at their respective club meetings to assist them in promotion. Club members are 
necessary in locating and encouraging promising women at the Ph.D/Doctoral level in 
aerospace engineering or space sciences to apply for the Fellowship. Applicants may 
apply for the 2023 AE Fellowships at http://zontainternational.awardspring.com/ to be 
submitted to ZI by November 15, 2022. Applications are available for download on the 
Zonta International website www.zonta.org for the 2023 Young Women in Public Affairs 
Award, and Chair, Susie Trees, will be notifying Area Directors, Club Presidents, and 
Club Award Chairs with award updates and resources.

The Awards Liaison Committee thanks each club for your support and please let your 
state liaison member or myself know when we can be assistance to you.

Contact: susie_trees@yahoo.com

It is my hope that I will be able to contact each Zonta Club President in District 6 to 
get an updated list of high schools (with contact information) in their Area during 
August/September. I would like to develop some type of Z club information brochure 
that can be presented to each high school, and then follow-up with an email.

I would like to have those Zonta clubs who sponsor a Z club share how and when they 
were able to get into the high school (that seems to be the biggest hurdle, getting our 
foot in the door). It would be fantastic to start a Golden Z club at Purdue University, 
Lafayette, IN…especially since that is where Amelia Earhart attended school (there is a 
dorm named in her honor). If anyone has a contact at Purdue, please share with me. 
Long term goal is to have at least one Z club in each Area of the District AND at least 
one Golden Z Club in each Area of the District. This can only happen with help from 
each club in District 6.

Thank you in advance for your support in Building a Better World for Women and 
Girls.

Contact: jaw_ltw@yahoo.com

Z and 
Golden Z Clubs
Judi Wilson
Chair

mailto:AWeslak@weselak.com
http://zontainternational.awardspring.com/
http://www.zonta.org
mailto:susie_trees@yahoo.com
mailto:jaw_ltw@yahoo.com
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